to contribute largely to differences with in-situ observations.
INTRODUCTION
Two spacebome L-band microwave radiometer mISSIOns targeting the sea surface salinity (SSS), Aquarius and SMOS are now in operation [1], [2] . Since the dielectric constant of the sea surface depends on SSS [3] , the L-band radiometers can retrieve the SSS directly through measurement of the electromagnetic radiation emitted from the sea surface. In this paper, the interim along-track salinity data from Aquarius were evaluated by comparisons with in situ observations. Also gridded salinity products from the Aquarius and SMOS missions were compared with outputs from an ocean data optimal interpolation system and operational ocean data assimilation system. Residual analyses were conducted to assess the error structure of the salinity measurements.
DATA
We used the Aquarius Level-2 and -3 Data Products, Table 1 . RSS testbed product showed better agreement with the buoy observations. high wind speed conditions. The nTIS difference of the RSS testbed SSS product showed less dependence on wind speed compared to the other products, probably due to their roughness correction algorithm. 
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We obtained the almost same results from comparisons with outputs from the JAMSTEC 01 system.
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